Provide a link to this document on Website Home Page called “Try the Forest Savvy Learning Game” 
HOW IT WORKS: The Forest Essence Learning Game “Forest Savvy” 
Forest Savvy can be a quick learning game: It can be used with or without the SMARTBoard or Promethean board assisted game track.  It’s not about competition. It’s about critical thinking and learning as part of a group. The game works for all ages and grade levels.
The way it’s played is, the teacher asks a question (questions are provided) then, anyone in the class who answers a question correctly, will move the class game pawn one space on the gameboard.  Or if you don’t have SMART or Promethean handy, keep a tally on your chalk or dry erase board. There are 50 spaces on the gameboard, so when the class gets to the end of the gameboard or gets 50 points, the game is over and the whole class gets a reward!
The reward can be as simple as having an extra 15 minute playground break or 15 minutes of free reading or drawing. Make it something they want (besides candy).  The teacher sets the parameters but remember, if it’s something they want, they will try harder!
_______________________________________________________________________________
Forest Savvy Learning Game – Play Now
Teacher reads aloud to the class
America: Wilderness Act of 1964:
In 1964, American introduced the Wilderness Act to create a system of wilderness reserves in the United States and specific management guidance. Today (2016) there are 107.5 million acres of designated wilderness on federal lands and more than 35 million acres of that wilderness include the National Forests.
Lead a discussion about vocabulary words:  “What is a “reserve”? Why is “management” of wildlife areas important? What is “designated” wilderness? And why was it “designated” for “federal lands”?”
Teacher reads aloud 
35 million acres of National Forests sounds like a lot, but it is not really. Does anyone know how many acres of land are located in the United States of America? Answer: 2,300,000,000. (2.3 billion acres) total. Can you figure out a way to show how much 35 million is compared to 2.3 billion?”
Every time any student provides a correct answer, the whole class gets a “point”. 
Teacher quickly continues to read aloud:
People around the world are learning that preserving forests can help their local economy. They are growing more food in smaller areas and preserving large areas of forests. They recycle and use natural ingredients in pesticides, because they understand the need to protect the environment for the long term. More forests mean more water, better soil and less land erosion. More forests mean cleaner air, more bio-diversity and more food. Caring for the forests provides jobs.
#1:  Name as many reasons as you can, on why the Wilderness Act of 1964 was adopted in America?  The whole class shouts out answers, make sure they understand the answers they give. Discuss their answers to make sure they do understand. Move the team marker one space for each correct answer. At some point say 1 minute and time! Move on to the next question. 

Teacher reads aloud
After decades of clear-cutting for cattle pasture and commodity crops, Costa Rica had an emergency, but due to community programs around the world sponsored by the Food & Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, people who live in the forests are being paid stipends, to care for the forest and to make it a more productive food sources (fruit trees) for the local community. Costa Rica has now recovered 54% of its rainforest and that percentage is gaining.
#2. Question to Brainstorm: What is an “environmental condition”?  List some. Give one point for each correct answer.
Ask questions that come up when students are discussing answers to other questions…or  vocabulary words your students may not know. Every thing you ask is worth a point!  It’s fun.

Teacher reads aloud
In Nagambia, there has been severe drought over the last years, even so, incomes of the villagers have increased. They are paid a stipend to work in the forests and protect them from harm by building fire breaks and planting new trees. One village protects approximately 200,000 hectares of land. (1 hectare = 2.47 acres) Their forest is thriving.
#3:  How many acres are in 10 hectares? [answer: there are 2.46 acres in one hectare]
Have students do the math and turn their papers over. Move the pawn a space (or give one point) for each correct answer.

Teacher reads aloud
 In Viet Nam, a community based forest management program has increased their rainforests from a low of 28% to 40% and rising. The special Acai trees grow in their jungles. It takes large groups of people many hours to keep the undergrowth chopped back from these trees. This program provides jobs for local community members, so the economy is enhanced. People prosper as well as the ancient Acai, which can grow for hundreds of years.

Teacher shows YouTube videos:
Activity #4: YouTube Video: “State of the World’s Forests 2016: Forests and Agriculture Land Use Challenges and Opportunities” (8:27 minutes-excellent video)
YouTube Video: State of the World’s Forests 2016 (2:28 minutes)

Lesson Complete.
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